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Orphan mesh.. 

• This model has no 
underlying 
geometry.  It’s just 
comprised of nodes 
and elements 

• Read in from 
Nastran mesh file  
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Read in CAD geometry
• Read in step file 

of geometry

We now have 
geometry and 
mesh in the same 
model but they 
are unconnected
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Automatically associate mesh to geometry
• We are going to 

automatically 
associate the 
mesh to the solid 
geometry.

Select the mesh you want to associate

We can now use 
the geometry to 
apply loads, BC’s, 
contacts etc

Select the geometry you want to target
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Manually associate mesh to geometry

• We can manually 
associate mesh and 
geometry

Mesh and surface are 
not associated 

Select the elements you want to associate

Select the 
geometry 
you want 
to use

Manually 
associate mesh 
to geometry
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